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SUBJ: CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATS' ELECTION ATTITUDE 

SUMMARY: ALTHOUGH SUSPENDED PROM ELECTION CAMPAIGN, CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATS (PDC) HAVE NOT CLOSED UP SHOP. PARTY EXPECTS TO RESUME 
POLITICAL ACTIVITY ALTER ELECTIONS AND WILL URGE ITS SUPPORTERS 
TO VOTE ON APRIL 25 FOR DEMOCRATIC PARTIES. END SUMMARY. 

1. SUSPENDED PROM ELECTION CAMPAIGN, PDC HAS NOT POLDED. PARTY 
HAS MOVED LISBON HEADQUARTERS INTO MORE SPACIOUS, RENT-FREE 
BUILDING PROVIDING GREATER SECURITY THAN OLD QUARTERS WHICH WERE 
SACKED ON NIGHT OP MARCH II. PDC DIRECTORATE HAS DECIDED TO 
RESUME OPEN POLITICAL ACTIVITY ALTER APRIL 25 ELECTIONS, WHEN 
SUSPENSION ORDER ENDS. STILL TO BE RESOLVED QUESTION OP PARTY'S 
LEADERSHIP MAY REQUIRE NEW PARTY CONGRESS; POR THE PRESENT, 

PDC IS MAINTAINING DISCREET SILENCE ON MISSING SECRETARY GENERAL, 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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2. PDC PLANS TO RESUME PUBLICATION OF ITS NEWSPAPER, "PRESENCA 
DEMOCRATICA," SHORTLY BEFORE ELECTION. PUBLICATION'S INTER- 
RUPTION WAS PARTY'S OWN CHOICE, BEING AN ACT OF DISCRETION NOT 
ENCOMPASSED IN GOVERNMENT'S SUSPENSION ORDER. (ARMED FORCES 
MOVEMENT AUTHORITIES FORMALLY NOTIFIED PDC THAT IT COULD CONTINUE 
TO PUBLISH PAPER.) PDC OFFICIALS HAVE TOLD EMBOFF THAT PARTY'S 
FINANCES, WHILE NOT BOUNTIFUL, ARE NEVERTHELESS SUFFICIENT TO 
COVER COSTS OF SEVERAL ISSUES. 

3. IN CONVERSTION WITH EMBOFF, PDC ACTING SECY. GENERAL COSTA 
FIGUEIRA SAID THAT PARTY IS STRONGLY ENCOURAGING ITS MEMBERS TO 
VOTE ON APRIL 25. MOST WILL PROBABLY VOTE FOR FORMER CHRISTIAN 
DEMOCRATIC COALITION PARTNER, CDS. COSTA FIGUEIRA ADDED, HOWEVER, 
THAT SOME PDC MILITANTS ARE HIGHLY DISAPPOINTED IN CDS'S FAILURE 
TO DEFEND PDC FROM ACCUSATIONS LEVELED AGAINST IT OF COMPLICITY 
IN MARCH 1 1 COUP. SOME OF THESE VOTES MAY GO TO CENTER LEFT PPD, 

BUT LIKELIER BENEFICIARY IS PS. COSTA FIGUEIRA AND OTHER PDC 
LEADERS HAVE TAKEN NOTE OF SOCIALIST SECY. GENERAL SOARES' 

RECENT INCLUSION BY NAME OF PDC IN REFERENCES TO "DEMOCRATIC" 
PARTIES. 
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